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“What is your Tar Baby?” 
     Atlanta-based painter reinterprets African folklore to    
               address contemporary issues of bigotry,  
                              racism and stereotyping 
 
Washington, DC – February 9, 2012 – The Joan Hisaoka Healing 
Arts Gallery is pleased to announce the thought-provoking 
exhibition of Atlanta-based artist, Charly Palmer, entitled, “What 
is your Tar Baby?”, opening February 24, 2012. 
 
What do President Barack Obama, Adolf Hilter, Marilyn 
Monroe, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Paul Reubens (Pee-wee 
Herman) have in common?  According to artist Charly Palmer, 
each has a “Tar Baby”.  In this upcoming exhibition, Palmer boldly 
asks “What is your Tar Baby?” as he appropriates African folklore 
to address issues of bigotry, racism and stereotyping; while 
examining the lives of athletes, civil rights leaders, entertainers, 
politicians, scholars, African and Native Americans.  
 
His response is unapologetic, as the story of Brer Rabbit and Tar 
Baby is reinterpreted using iconic figures who confront their “tar 
baby”. Each metaphoric “tar baby” represents a conviction to a 
social cause, a sensitive situation or misguided belief that holds 
one back. 
 
Palmer takes on a new persona from the past.  His imagery is 
poignant as it summons a deep emotional response, which is due 
to Palmer’s ability to tap into the collective psyche, reaching the 
inner sanctum of where our “tar baby” lies.             
 

Charly Palmer’s “Marilyn, 2011,” Acrylic & Mixed Media on Canvas  
 
What is your Tar Baby? will run from February 24 to April 7, 2012 
 
Opening Reception - Friday, February 24, 7-9pm 
Artist’s Talk - Thursday, March 8, 6.30pm  
Charly Palmer will be joined by curator, Myrtis Bedolla, & catalog essayist, Horace D. Ballard, Jr.   
 
Joan Hisaoka Healing Arts Gallery is located at 1632 U Street, in Northwest D.C.   
Gallery Hours: Wednesday to Friday, 11am-5pm, Saturday, 11am-3pm, and by appointment. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
About: The Joan Hisaoka Healing Arts Gallery is a non-profit arts space dedicated to exhibiting fine art exploring the innate 
connection between healing and creativity. Exhibitions feature contemporary artists addressing meaningful issues, such as 
spirituality, multiculturalism, and health. The gallery is a part of Smith Center for Healing and the Arts, a health, education, 
and arts organization that provides healing resources to cancer patients, their families, caregivers, and the local community. 
To learn more about our Center’s community programs and gallery events please visit, www.smithcenter.org/gallery. 


